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Similarly, in his artistic life, the poetic impulse which
at first, like the Word of God, stood remote, free
from actuality's " wolf and worm," must be made
flesh, come into touch with life, and now

Wrenching a stony song from a scant acre
The Word still justifies its Maker.

From Feathers to Iron (1931) carried further Mr Day
Lewis's spiritual autobiography. " We take but
three steps from feathers to iron/5 Keats wrote,
and the title "suggests growth from a theoretical
txf an actual understanding of life. The theme is
the experience of marriage and parenthood. Love
is not enough without children :

Here is love's junction, no terminus }
He arrives at girl or boy*

Once ** Beauty's end is in sight/' new dimensions
are added to the love of man and wife, who have
been " Two years marooned on self-sufficiency."
The lovely lyric, ** Twenty weeks near past/* is a
pseati of fertility ; one which follows shortly, *fi But
think of passion and pain," illustrates in its use of
railway terminology to suggest the anguish of birth,
the errors of taste which in these poets are occasional
consequences of the deliberate application of a
** mechanical" theory of poetic diction* The poet
looks forward to fatherhood, hoping that it may
end the " indeterminate quarrel between a fevered
head and a cold heart.9* His period of waiting is
occupied with poems to mother and child, sparkling
with wit and fancy, sometimes passionate, sometimes
tastelessly ingenicms. In the last days, "numb